
FRENCH BOOK
RECOMMENDATIONS

LE PETIT PRINCE - ANTOINE DE
SAINT-EXUPÉRY

This book is a good choice for French learners
because the language is relatively simple and
the story is easy to follow. Its short length and
clear narrative make it suitable for students at

an easy level (GCSE / A2–B1).

LE PETIT NICOLAS - RENÉ GOSCINNY ET 
JEAN-JACQUES SEMPÉ

It includes natural dialogue and everyday
vocabulary. The short stories make it easier to
read in small sections, making it suitable for

students at an easy–medium level 
(GCSE / A2–B1).

VENDREDI OU LA VIE SAUVAGE -
MICHEL TOURNIER

A good option for French learners because the
story is clear and adventurous, making it

easier to follow the plot. It is generally
recommended for students at a medium level

(A-Level / B1–B2).

L’ÉTRANGER - ALBERT CAMUS

Camus’ writing style is quite direct and clear,
which can be interesting for French learners.

However, the themes are more complex, so it is
best suited for students at a medium–advanced

level (B2).



French Book
Recommendations

LE PETIT PRINCE
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Written and published in 1943, Le Petit
Prince is a short philosophical story of

around 96 pages that is famous
around the world. The story follows a
young prince who travels from planet

to planet, meeting different
characters who represent different
aspects of human nature. When he
arrives on Earth, he meets a pilot
stranded in the desert, and their

conversations explore themes such
as friendship, imagination and what

is truly important in life.



French Book
Recommendations

LE PETIT NICOLAS
René Goscinny et 

Jean-Jacques Sempé

Le Petit Nicolas is a collection of
humorous stories of around 160 pages
told from the perspective of a young
schoolboy, written in 1959 and first
published the same year. The book
follows Nicolas and his friends as

they get into trouble at school, play
games and misunderstand the adult
world around them. The stories are

simple, funny and focus on everyday
situations.



French Book
Recommendations VENDREDI OU 

LA VIE SAUVAGE
Michel Tournier

Written and published in 1971,
Vendredi ou la vie sauvage is a

novel of around 160 pages inspired
by the story of Robinson Crusoe. It
follows a man called Robinson who

becomes stranded on a desert
island after a shipwreck. During his
time alone he learns to survive, and

later meets another character
called Vendredi, who changes the

way he sees the world.



French Book
Recommendations

L’ÉTRANGER
Albert Camus

 L’Étranger is a short novel of around
123 pages written and published in
1942, and is one of the most famous
works of modern French literature.

The story follows a man called
Meursault who lives in Algeria and

reacts in an unusual way to the
events around him, including the
death of his mother and a violent

incident that leads to a trial.
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